
  

 

ENJOYING YOUR 

TIME IN CHANIA 
 

A vacation’s worth is measured by how much valuable 

fun and relaxation you can have in the timespan of 

your holidays. This is a collection of our favorite 

activities and things to see in the area of Chania to 

help you better organize your holidays. It is meant as 

a place to get you started and the list is not 

exhaustive. After all, Chania has a rich and multi-

layered history and is considered to be the cultural 

capital of Crete with many events taking place in the 

city every summer. It would be our pleasure if you 

contacted us to give you information about the more 

up-to-date events, directions or anything else you 

might need. We hope you enjoy your summer in 

Crete! 

Aphrodite Beach Front 
Pirgos Psilonerou, Maleme, Chania, Crete 

 



  



Things to do in Chania 

 

A quick stroll around the town of Chania is all it takes to reveal its remarkable architecture -a 
magnificent lighthouse in the port, churches and houses in the Old Town, all reminiscent of 
the city's rich multicultural identity; in fact, you might feel like you have entered a time 
capsule, taking you back to the ancient times, through the Byzantine era and the Venetian 
occupation of the city, to the Turkish rule and finally landing you back to today in a modern 
vibrant town with rich entertainment and cultural offerings. 

It is true about Chania that it's almost impossible to pick only a handful of things to do, 
whether you are visiting solo, with your friends, with kids or on a romantic getaway. For this 
reason, we have decided to gather and list here for you some of our personal favorites; 
things that satisfy all of your senses and will make you thankful for the fact that you decided 
to visit Chania. 
  



Stroll around the picturesque alleys of the Old Town 

 

Chania Old Town is almost maze - like with its colorful paved pedestrian streets filled with 
welcoming little shops for visitors to explore. Tattoo parlors, traditional taverns, souvenir 
shops, cafés and bars set against a homey background complete the picture. A walk-around 
the narrow alleys is sure to be a memorable experience. 
  



Go out at night on Daliani Street 

 

If you find yourself in Chania in the evening, then head to Daliani Street to hang out with the 
locals. This area is heavily frequented by people of all ages since it offers a variety of 
restaurants and bars that suit all tastes and budgets. You could taste a vegan cocktail at the 
fully blossomed courtyard of 'Kibar' (aka 'To Monastiri tou Karolou' which is a 16th century 
Venetian monastery, and its name literally translates to 'Charles' Monastery'). If you're 
hungry and want to get away from the crowds, escape to a secluded restaurant just behind 
Daliani Street called 'The Well of the Turk' where you can enjoy a romantic dinner with 
ethnic touches. 
  



Get in touch with the city’s history at the old Venetian harbor 
and Firkas Fortress 

Think about the old Venetian harbor of Chania as the gemstone on the most priceless jewel 
of western Crete, called old town of Chania. It will amaze you whenever you visit it. The quay 
is the busiest part of the old town of Chania, filled with cafes, restaurants, bars, bakeries and 
other shops. Entering the harbor from its west side, the first picture you'll see is the 
entrance to the harbor and on the opposite side the nearby lighthouse. On your right, the 
walls are part of the Firkas Fortress built by the Venetians to protect the harbor entrance.  At 
the end of the fortress walls along Kountourioti Coast, there is a red structure built inside 
the fortress and partially over its walls. This building once housed the naval garrison of the 
Venetians in Chania, and these days it houses the Maritime Museum of Crete. As you 
continue your walk along the seafront in one of the most historical areas of the city, make 
sure to visit the archaeological museum of Chania, located nearby on Chalidon street. 

  



Explore the legend of Chania’s Cathedral Church 
 

The history of the cathedral in the Turkish period is particularly interesting. The Ottomans 
turned the church into a soap factory. The boiler for the soap ingredients was where the bell 
tower now stands. However, the icon of the Presentation of the Virgin was kept in a 
storeroom inside the church, with an oil-lamp always lit before it, on the sufferance of the 
Turkish Pasha of Chania. 
In the mid-19th century a man called A. Tserkaris worked at the soap factory. Legend has it 
that the Virgin appeared to him in a vision and told him to leave, because she did not want 
her house to be a soap factory. Tserkaris left, taking the icon with him. 
A little later, the child of Mustapha, Naili Pasha accidentally fell into the well south of the 
church. In despair, Mustapha Pasha called upon the Virgin to save his child, in return for 
which he would give the church back to the Christians of Chania. The Virgin miraculously 
saved the child, the soap factory was handed over to the Christian community to build a new 
church, and Tserkaris returned the icon of the Presentation of the Virgin. 
The cathedral had just been completed when it was damaged in the 1897 Revolution. It was 
restored at the expense of the Tsar of Russia, to make amends for the Russian 
bombardment of Akrotiri. The cathedral bell was also a gift from the Russian Tsar. 
  



Feed your sports addiction with a visit to the Museum of the 
Greek National Soccer Team 

The Museum of the Greek National Soccer Team is housed in a building of the Municipality 
of Chania and is the only museum in Greece for the "official" favorite team of the Greeks. 
The museum is the result of the action of the Association of Friends of the National Team, 
Galanolefkos Faros (aka Bluewhite Lighthouse) exhibiting the history of the National Football 
Team with hundreds of objects on the team. There are jerseys, balls of important games, but 
among them stands the copy of the UEFA European Championship Cup won by Greece in 
2004 in Portugal. 

  



Watch a 9D educational movie at Minoan’s World about the 
ancient Minoan civilization and visit the 3D museum 

The Minoans where the first civilization in Europe that gave us the first throne, the first flush 
toilet, the first paved road and the first written language in Europe. Minoan’s World is a 
unique 9D Cinema & 3D Museum themed around the Minoan civilization, combining 
education with entertainment. After arriving at the museum, you will begin your 9D 
experience consisting of two parts. You will begin with the 3D museum, which has life-like 
statues made of silicon and mesmerizing 3D art that comes to life through your phone's 
camera. 
Afterwards, the 9D cinema will take you back in time, with fully immersive and state of the 
art equipment that includes special effects such as air blasts, water blasts, snow, bubbles, 
and smoke. You will also discover that the epic movie itself has both a historical and 
mythological perspective. 
The movie stars Zeus as a baby and as a God, and the abduction of princess Europe by Zeus. 
You will also learn of Daedalus and Icarus (who flew too close to the sun and fell into the 
sea), king Minos, bull leaping, and finally, the eruption of the volcano in Santorini causing the 
devastating tsunami that ended the Minoan era. 



Appreciate the diversity of various local products and flavors 
with a visit at the Covered Municipal Market of Chania 

The Municipal Market commonly known as “Agora” is considered the "heart" of the city. It is 
a unique building that provides a concrete image of the ancient Greek marketplace. You can 
find stalls with traditional products of the Cretan land distinguished for their excellent 
quality, in a place which is full of pure Cretan flavors and original tastes. 

  



Inspire yourself with works from famous artists at the 
Municipal Art Gallery 

Art lovers will enjoy their visit to Chania. The Municipal Art Gallery of Chania is a cultural 
treasury as it hosts paintings, sculptures and other creations of great Greek and Cretan 
artists. It opened its doors in the beginning of 2003. It is housed in a three floor building 
which dates back to 1910 of neoclassical Greek architecture fashioned in industrial design, 
where in its 900 sq.m. space exhibits about 700 art works.  
With a strong focus on fine arts, the Municipal Art Gallery of Chania is a space where 
educational programs, creative activities for children and families, and conferences come 
together to enrich the cultural spectrum of the town, and of the country as a whole. They 
have a permanent exhibition of works by famous Greek artists like Dimitris Mytaras, Spyros 
Vassiliou, Vaso Katraki, Dimitris Galanis, and others, and host a variety of temporary, visiting 
events mainly featuring Greek art. Beyond the exhibitions the Municipal Gallery has 
produced a rich publishing work. 
  



Take some amazing photos in the unique district of 
“Tampakaria” 

“Tabakaria” is the Greek word for “Tanneries” (leather processing factories) and takes the 
name from the factories that once operated here. The tannery factories played an important 
role in the local economy in the past and they dominated most of the coastal area of Halepa 
in Chania. There are still some in operation, but their number has considerably shrunk over 
the years. The buildings that once housed the tanneries are left in the area almost intact for 
various reasons, the main being the legislation that does not allow for external facades to be 
altered. Only time has been allowed to leave its marks on the buildings and has turned them 
into backdrops and canvases for the local photographers. The area holds a mystic sense of 
bygone times and although many of the buildings which worked as tanneries now look like 
ruins, there is surely more than meets the eye. Walking around Tabakaria feels like a journey 
back in time with a true nostalgic charm. 

  



Enjoy the breathtaking views from Venizelos Graves in Akrotiri 
 

At the magical and historical location of Profitis Ilias, in Akrotiri, at the east of Chania lays the 
tomb of Eleftherios Venizelos, one of the most long-standing prime ministers of Greece and 
whose political life was focused on doubling the size of Greek territory and on the creation 
of a contemporary State. Eleftherios Venizelos himself had designated this position to be his 
resting place before his death. 
For the visitor, it offers a panoramic view of the rich green plain of Chania, the imposing 
White Mountains, the Cretan Sea, the town of Chania and the Chalepa quarter which is the 
location of the house in which the great politician spent most of his life and today is the 
headquarters of the National Research Foundation 'Eleftherios K. Venizelos'. 
At a short distance to the south of the grave is the place where the Greek flag was raised 
during the last revolution of Crete against the Turks (1897), led by Eleftherios Venizelos. 
Great events of the revolution took place here, with the most important being the bombing 
of the revolutionary camp by the European fleet, the shooting down of the Greek flag and its 
re-establishment by a revolutionary named Kagiales. 
  



Swim in the crystal clear waters of Agia Marina Beach 
 

In front of the village of Agia Marina which is located nine kilometers west of Chania and is 
one of the most popular resorts of Crete, lies the homonymous beach with the lovely sand 
and the turquoise waters. 
The beach of Agia Marina extends to the beach of Stalos. It is bustling and very well 
organized. On the western side of the port and close to Platanias you will find artificial coves 
ideal for swimming. 
One kilometer away from the village there is the beautiful cave Nerospilia with a rich cave 
decoration as it was a place of worship during the Middle Minoan period. 
Opposite to the beach of Agia Marina lies the island of Agioi Theodoroi, but it  cannot be 
visited. In the islet Theodorou – as the locals call it – you can only go once a year on the day 
of St. Theodoroi during the celebration of the temple built there. 
Over the islet there is a farm, not only for wild goats, known as kri-kri of Crete, but also for 
rare bird species. Other mammals such as rabbits and rats also live there. 
In the area of Agia Marina you will find any kind of tourist infrastructure you might need. 

  

https://greece.terrabook.com/chania/page/stalos/
https://greece.terrabook.com/rethymno/page/platanias/


Live a wild adventure at the Aqua Creta Limnoupolis Water 
Park 

Aqua Creta Limnoupolis Water Park is situated just outside the city of Chania at the feet of 
the White Mountains & in the picturesque Cretan countryside, and it is a unique destination 
that efficiently combines family entertainment with relaxation. 
The great central pool of 1500 sq.m. with an enormous aquatic oasis & a separate, really 
deep area of 3.80 m. will make you feel like you are swimming in the sea. This area is 
equipped with comfortable sun beds & umbrellas so you can relax under the Cretan sun & 
enjoy drinks & snacks from the pool bar. 
Extreme adventure is fast & exciting with a high adrenaline mix of various activities including 
impressive water slides which offer 2 freefall rides, a black hole, a triple twist, a crazy river, a 
rainbow multi-slide & 2 giant slides! 
The water park also offers a separate kid’s pool with colorful waterslides & the lazy river 
(206 meters long)! The experience is always tasty with a restaurant, a fast food & the pirates 
bar at the artificial island. 

  



Organize a day trip to the lagoon of Elafonissi 
 

Elafonissi beach lies in the southwestern side of Crete and about 75 kilometers from the 
town of Chania. It is a magical place that consists of a small islet full of white and pink sandy 
beaches, which is very close to the main busy beach. 
You can get to the Elafonissi island on foot because the waters are shallow, sometimes 
without even getting one's toes wet, and therefore is ideal for families with small children.  
The island is a natura 2000 protected area. Quite right, blindingly white sand with pink hues, 
turquoise-white lagoon-like waters that ripple as they pick up the breeze, Elafonissi is an 
exotic place, a flat morsel of land with sporadic vegetation against the stark bareness of the 
Cretan mountains. If it weren’t for the car park on the mainland, the umbrellas, beach bar 
and sun beds, one could mistake it for paradise. 
Elafonissi is almost a mile long and there is surprisingly much to explore lengthwise, 
including a fair number of small coves (naturists love them), sandy beaches and interesting 
rock formations towards the tip as the island stretches out into the sea and into the sunset. 

  



Hike along the National Park of Samaria Gorge, one of the 
longest in Europe 

The Samaria National Park is exceptionally rich in plant and animal life. In the gorge you will 
find unique species protected under international law. 
It is said that there are 450 plant species in the gorge, and not a single flower may be 
removed from Samaria, by law. Don’t see this as a pointlessly strict rule, but as the only way 
to protect the delicate ecosystem of Samaria so that thousands of visitors can continue to 
enjoy it each year. 
In Samaria you can admire the forests of huge pine and cypress trees, a picture from Crete’s 
past, when the island was covered by forests famous for their timber, ideal for building 
strong ships. 
Inside the gorge you may even meet its famous inhabitants, the wild goats of Crete, which 
the locals call “agrimia” and tourists call “kri-kri”. 
The Cretan wild goat is endemic to Crete and you will probably see some in the village of 
Samaria, as they often approach the houses at the edge of the village. 
  



 


